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Lessons Learned from Operating a UAS in an Airport Environment 

• Applied for a Section 333 Exemption on June 26, 2015
• Specifies only 2 UASs - DJI Inspire 1 & 3DR Aero-M
• Exemption was approved October 2015 for aerial data collection

• 333 Exemption Conditions and Limitations – 32 requirements
• Below 400 feet (AGL)
• Visual line of sight (VLOS)
• Utilize a visual observer (VO)
• PIC must have a pilot certificate
• No night operations
• Operate away from clouds
• Must have registration (N-Number)

• Not allowed to operate within 5 
nautical miles of airport (ARP)

• Unless additional COA
• Give way to manned aircraft
• Not operated from moving device
• 500 feet from nonparticipating persons
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• Part 107 – Major Changes to 333 Rules

• New PIC certificate created for UAS operator
• Visual observer is NOT required
• Online registration, new N-number system
• Online COA request center for Waivers and 

Airspace Requests
• Able to operate in all Class G airspace
• Operate any UAS under 55 lbs



 Waivers to Certain Small UAS Operating Rules
Operation from a moving vehicle or aircraft (§ 107.25)
Daylight operation (§ 107.29)
 Visual line of sight aircraft operation (§ 107.31)
 Visual observer (§ 107.33)
Operation of multiple small unmanned aircraft systems (§

107.35)
 Yielding the right of way (§ 107.37(a))
Operation over people (§ 107.39)
Operation in certain airspace (§ 107.41)
Operating limitations for small unmanned aircraft (§ 107.51)
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 Operations at BFL
Runway 12R-30L Reconstruction Project

– Coordinate with Airport Sponsor and BFL ATCT
– Apply for COA at BFL
– Submit COA to UAS manufacturer
– UAS with geofence
– Develop flight plan

Flight route and battery plan
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MWD Adequate Drainage Crossing
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MWD Adequate Drainage Crossing Orbit
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Questions
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